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THE NEWSLETTER FOR 

HUNTERS HILL  

TECHNOLOGY COLLEGE  

Dear Parents/Carers 
 

ñAll for one, and one for all!ò is the well known cry of Alexander Dumasô 
ñThe Three Musketeersò. Our own version of this classic is currently  
being rehearsed due for its premier performance on 15

th
 December. There 

is a slight variation in that ours is called ñThree and a half Musketeersò. 
This is typical of what we do at Hunters Hill. We pride ourselves at being a 
slight variation on the usual, because we go to great lengths to customise 
the educational experience to the individual needs of each child. Some-
times that means making large scale changes involving the whole school, 
sometimes it involves changes that may only affect one person. This is 
not easy to do. But we do it; it is what makes us special. The TRUE spirit 
of ñAll for one, and one for all!ò 
A happy Christmas and a prosperous New Year to all our Parents/Carers 

and Friends, from everyone at Hunters Hill. 

Mr Lewis 

SCHOOL CLOSES  SCHOOL RE -OPENS  

SPRING TERM BEGINS Tuesday 03 January 2012 Pupils in at  

10.00 am 
PLEASE BE READY FOR 

TAXIS FROM 8.00am  

Friday 10 February 2012 Monday 20 February 

2012 

HALF TERM  

Friday 30 March 2012 Monday 16 April 2012  EASTER  HOLIDAY  

SUMMER TERM BEGINS Monday 16 April 2012  Pupils in at  
10.00 am 

PLEASE BE READY FOR 

TAXIS FROM 8.00am  

Monday 07 May 2012 ClosedñMay Day Bank Holiday  

Thursday 31 May 2012 Monday 11 June 2012 HALF TERM  

SCHOOL CLOSURE DATES 



 

SCHOOL CAMP 
ON THE GOWER 

IN WALES 

On Monday morning Years 7 and 8 arrived bright and 
early, ready for the School Camp, on the Gower in 
Wales. The journey took about three and a half hours, 
which included a stop at an Asda so we could stock up 
in readiness for midnight feasts in our tents. 
 

We had just got to Wales and it was raining, but we had 
to set up the tents first. Then we put our stuff in the 
tents, along with the sleeping bags. After a trip to our 
local beach we had dinner and went to bed at 10:00 pm. 
We were a little noisy at first, but we did eventually fall 
asleep. 
 

Next morning we had breakfast, then we got changed 
then had a game of football. Afterwards we went back to 
the buses and went to our activities. Some of us went  
fishing  with Mr Green. It is the same every year ï Mr 
Green never catches anything but worms and seaweed.  
 

Next day was Camp Wars, which was a brilliant load of 
activities that Miss Lewis organised for us. After this we 
visited Wormôs Head, which is a rock just off the beach. 
At low tide we were able to walk across, pausing to ex-
plore all of the little rock pools. 
 

On Thursday we left the camp site very neat and tidy 
before heading for our last visit to the beach, and then it 
was the journey home, arriving back at school on Thurs-
day tea-time very tired but very happy! 
 
JAMES BEALE 



We started off on a long trip in the minibuses to Newcastle, where we 
got on to a ferry. It was a long trip on the ferry, and although it felt like a 
long time it was fun, and the people on the ferry were nice (so we must 
have been very well behaved!) They were very welcoming to Hunters 
Hill. We got changed and had dinner, which was an eat-all-u-want buffet. 
We all tucked in to sea food platters, cooked meals and puddings. 
 
Next morning (Tuesday) we all got up early and had breakfast, then we 
arrived in Amsterdam where the fun started. We got on the coach to the 
hotel. As we checked in the hotel there we had a big surprise ï Mr Lewis 
the head teacher was there to greet us. It was a big shock to us as we 
didnôt know he was coming, but it was very nice to have him there. Next 
we all went off to the NEMO museum, where we could interact with the 
exhibits as it was a hands-on museum. It was a lot of fun and we all 
worked up a large appetite ready for our evening meal. 
 
On Wednesday morning we went to Anne Frankôs house and were able 
to tell our guides loads of facts about her before we walked through the 
actual house and watched some videos about her. When we left we 
walked back to the hotel and had our last meal at a steak house. Then 
we returned to our bedrooms (without much sleep!)  
 
On the following morning (Thursday), we got back on the coach for the 
ferry, and we were soon on our way home. We had a brilliant time, but 
we were so happy when we got back to go home and saw our family 
and friends. 
 
LEWIS CARROLL and ADAM ALI 

YEAR 9 
GO TO  

AMSTERDAM 



 
The school uniform at Hunters Hill has been established in its present form since we 
gained Specialist School Status in 2006.  At that time the uniform had roughly the  
same colours but needed updating in line with our new status. In consultation with the 
students the badge was changed (designed by children), along with subtle variations to 
reflect the seasons and to dispense with the out-dated requirement for girls to wear 
skirts and dresses (again, insisted upon by the students themselves). 
 
Parents/carers and children over the years have understood the reasons why there is a 
school uniform requirement at Hunters Hill.  Primarily it gets rid of social inequality, 
putting all children on the same level where affluence has no bearing whatsoever on 
expectations. Inequalities in clothing have always been a primary source of social  
exclusion and more significantly bullying.  Many of our children come from families 
where there is real hardship; some come from far more affluent backgrounds. I have 
always sought to eliminate this as a fundamental difference.  No activity in this school 
ƛǎ Ǌǳƴ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎκŎŀǊŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǇŀȅΦ LŦ ŀƴ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ ǘŀƪŜǎ ǇƭŀŎŜ 
it is seen as an entitlement to all the children and must be organised accordingly. Only 
individual risk assessments can prevent a child being part of functions, trips, visits, 
overseas experiences and so on. School uniform is part of this philosophy.  
 
The school provides the larger specific items, like the sweat shirt, tie, sports team  
kits and so on. Other things are placed on a level where it is felt all parents and carers 
can afford the correct items, like trousers and school shoes.  Where there are  
problems it almost always lies with the branding of school wear.  We live in a time 
when this seems so important to young people that they become capable of bullying 
parents/carers into buying items far more expensive than that required. This then 
leads to a reaction from staff charged with ensuring uniform is adhered to. If these 
checks were not made, then the next step would be the bullying between the haves 
and the have-nots, and then encourage inevitable thefts.  
 
The key here is to not make it a financial burden. Do not buy high priced brand named 
shoes or the like. If in doubt give the Home staff a ring and check. Keep it affordable 
and simple. Children come to school to learn and develop. By working hard to keep 
their learning free from one-upmanship, ridicule and bullying we go a long way to help 
them succeed. Incidentally, many children ask permission to wear their uniform home 
because they feel smart and are very proud of it. 
 
In all issues I reserve the right to be the ultimate judge of what is and what is not  
acceptable. 
 
Mr Lewis, Head Teacher 

SCHOOL UNIFORM  







! IMPORTANT MESSAGE ! 

 

MEDICAL CONSENT FORMS 

 

 

Medical Needs in School Guidelines now state that  

a separate consent form must be completed by parents/

carers for each item of  medication prescribed and Forms 

must include a photograph of the child.   
 

 

We therefore need a separate Consent Form for  

paracetamol  to be given and a Consent Form for you to  

complete is enclosed.   

It is very important for you to complete this and return it 

to School at the beginning of next term.  
 

Further Medical Consent Forms are enclosed for you to  

complete for medication that needs to be given to your child 

when in School.   

Again these must be completed and returned to School  

at the beginning of next term.  
 

A SEPARATE FORM MUST BE COMPLETED FOR EACH  

MEDICATION  

 

Guidance is included on the back of the Consent Forms.   

If you require further assistance please contact the School / Home staff. 

 

Thank you for your assistance in this matter. 

 

 



When a member of our staff, Ms J Girling, was with an old friend who she had worked 
with in the past, Steve Turner of Turner Fine Arts, a fine plan was hatched whereby Steve 
suggested to Ms Girling that we invite the exciting young artist Hamad Al Humaidhan to 
work with some of our talented young artists, immediately before he staged his biggest 
exhibition to date in Kuwait . 
 

The workshop / advice session took place in our art room where, as well as offering      
advice, Hamad also painted a canvass which is to be auctioned by Turner Fine Arts 
Group in the Jewellery Quarter. All proceeds will come to Hunters Hill. Hamad also       
donated another one of his canvasses for Hunters Hill to display. 
 

A busy day saw a Kuwaiti TV news crew filming the whole event. Their coverage also     
included an interview with Hunters Hill student Lee Berry. The TV station have promised 
to forward a DVD of the completed news article to Hunters Hill. 
 

Hamad also presented a signed photo to all Hunters Hill artists taking place in workshop, 
as well as offering a box of chocolates to the painter of his favourite canvass on the day. 
 

Hunters Hill would like once again to record their thanks to Hamad and his father for     
attending, and to Ms Girling and Steve Turner for having the foresight to bring this        
exciting event to fruition. Miss Girling is also confident that other world renowned artists 
may well follow suit. 
 

Steve Turner has supplied the details below on Hamad. 

Hamad Al Humaidhan, (Hamad) who has been dubbed a child prodigy artist was born   
on 11 September 1999, in Kuwait. He is the second of four children. Both of Hamad's  
parents, particularly his father, feature significantly in Hamadôs artistic life. 
Initially, Hamadôs love of art started as a hobby. This soon became an addiction with him 
in attending museums, art galleries and historic buildings rich in culture to advance what 
was becoming his passion. Most of Hamadôs initial paintings were influenced by him 
browsing pictures from his fatherôs Art books and from watching his father paint. By      
coincidence, Hamad adopted a Picasso cubist style of painting, not having ever           
previously seen any of Picassoôs works. Together with the work of Salvador Dali and 
Jackson Pollock, Hamad became a lover of Picassoôs work. 
Hamad himself soon became featured in local and national newspapers following the   
sell-out of his first 6 piece collection, and then his second 12 piece collection, both within 
hours of them being released. Now dubbed by critics as the next Picasso, in May 2010, 
Hamad was commissioned to create the Birthday Card in celebration to the 180th        
Anniversary of Covent Garden market in London. World media interest was stimulated 
from this commission, particularly from the United States, where significant interest is   
being attracted to Hamadôs work.                                                                Turner Fine Arts 





This term saw the third visit of Robo Challenge to Hunters Hill. 
The students really enjoyed the day, and were delighted to share 
their thoughts: 
 
Robo Challenge was really fun. We got to make our own robots 
and fight with them in an arena. There was a big competition at 
the end between years 7,8 and 9 which was great. It lasted a 
long time and everyone enjoyed it.                   
Darcy Cox 
 
I enjoyed robot wars which was great. I also liked making the 
robot with my friends and fighting the other robots with it.  
Denzil Davies 
 
Robo Challenge was a very exciting experience because it was a 
ŎƻƳōƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ Lǘ ŀƭǎƻ     
required skill and hand-eye coordination. 
Jahmel Davis 
 
I liked Robo Challenge because I had the chance to make a robot 
and then to control it and fight other robots with it. 
Jamie Evans  



October 31st saw Mr Lea and his gruesome 
gang decorating Cropwood House in readi-

ness for an evening of horror.  
 

�7�K�H���K�L�J�K�O�L�J�K�W�V���Z�H�U�H���X�Q�G�R�X�E�W�H�G�O�\���W�K�H���¾�)�L�U�V�W��
�)�O�R�R�U���*�K�R�V�W���:�D�O�N�¿���D�Q�G���W�K�H���D�S�S�O�H���E�R�E�E�L�Q�J���� 

 
The ghost walk was not for those of a nerv-

ous disposition, just ask Romario, Karen, 
Miss Wood and Morgan! And, surprisingly, 

there were even a few  
apples to be found in the bobbing bucket 
alongside the nastier stuff such as corn-

flakes, gunge, flour, fairy liquid, leaves and 
twigs. Of course, once the  apples had been 

in CROPWOOD  


